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Faets vs. Influence

CIA Operations

R L) '
Pose Dilemma
CPY%M Corrcsponﬁhtr:fk;;tictgﬁ:ianSclcnccMonit&r L ' | | 25X1A98

Saigon, Vietnam.

A Dbasic coniradicfion belween the (wo IUNCUONS &N
trusted to,the United States Central Intelligence Agen
appears to be behind the recall of the' CIA chief in Saigo
in Washington, .

Intelligence gathering is one function. Operations i
i another. The contradiction is likely to shaw up in coun
iries other than South Vietnam,

In Asia, for example, C1A operations face real or poten
:1al dificulties in South Korea and Nationalist Chin
hecause of this contradiction. .

If the CIA’s function were simply to gather intelligenc
ils agents would not need to become involved in the 1
nolitics of a given country to a damaging degree. Ther
nrobably would always be a degree of involvement, {
't is impossible for a man to be completely colorless.

R I et COEY SRt T
op-Level Relations Maintained " o- o
| This is only -oné'well-known example of a CIA opergtion
! which was decidedly. beneﬂcld{m ‘;the ‘war veﬂort“'and
ilbeneficial for the tribesmen as well, Such an operation
» ilwould not have been possible unless the CIA had main-
[ iltained excellent rélations at the top level with the host
government. In’ the case of: South Vietnam, this meant
the President and his family, ~ =~ o
' c At the same time the United States has been wrestling
When the CIA becomes involved in operations, howevey, flyith a problem fundamental to the success of the anti-
P4 i difficult for agents to avoid taking sides on a giveh #lommunist war effort. How, viable, how popular, is the
'.sue. It is no great secrct that CIA agents in Laos subf finjem regime? Is it capable of winning the war? Would
“ported the forces of righiist Gen. Phoumi Nosavan after fl..\other government be more capable of leading the war
he Kong Le coup in 1960 had installed Prince Souvannp floriort? B A T
“houma as Premier with a neutralist policy. If the Diem regime is going to lose ghe ‘war, would not
0 ; X 3 . Urited States efforts be better directed to'a conscious at-
x!rz_mrdmar} Scene Witnessed trmpt to get a better government? « .
i'his reporter was present at onc extraordmary scenf | These are questions that Washington obviously has been
i Vientiane’s leading hotel—the entire rightist Cabindl I .xing jtself for a long time, The answers can only be
wautly dressed in coats and ties conspicuously sitting dowh Hlsond in South Vietnam—by sampling rural and urbap |
» lunch with their CIA adviser, the only man at the table Jopinion, by talking with a wide yariety of Vietnamese both
i1 a white open-necked shirt. .

In the case of South Vietnam, President Kennedy ma inside and outside the government‘__‘ . .-f
-+ basic decision to supply massive economic apd milita rankness Hindered by CIA Po“cy = RER
_«id to the government of President Ngo Dinh Diem and hs | some of this information can be gathered through figr-
srother Ngo Dinh Nhu jn November, 1961, following the ¥, .1 diplomatic channels. But muchsmf it must be actively |
report of Gen, Maxwell D. Taylor, who was then Mr. Kenx Bo0,0ht out by an usidercover agency ¥uch as the CIA, par- |
nedy’s personal military adviser. The purpose of the aill’l4; 1arly in countries such as South Vietnam, where,: el
was of course to help South Vietnam fight increasingly §government ‘consclously tries to suppress: all;unfdvorgble}
serious Communist insurgency. . |, Jinformation. 1f, for instance, a Kong Le type of plot were}
Although even in those days the State Department triefl'-ly, ewing in the Army, the United States should npt-be,
to emphasize that the aid was going to “the people caught off guard when it happened. - © ' LT R
South Vietnam,” in practice it was impossible for sug But no South.Vietnamese oppositionist s likely to talk
{sid to be effective unless it was channeled to and through §4,5nkly to an agency which he knows'is intimately bound} ™
the Diem government. “Working with Diem” was thus p |;,5"yith the very government he may be trying'to over=} " |
practical necessity for all American agencies in Saigon, 1y ow. Here is the dilemma for the CIA, "™ " " ™
including the CIA. Many Vietnamese'this reporter has talked. to fecl that} |
Views on Prioritics Differed the CIA has madle things even more difficult for. itself by
: . reporting directly to Mr. Nhu the contents uf conversationsi .
It was obvious from the start of this collaboration thgt . ‘i gpponents of the regime may have had with itsj
Washington and Saigon had different views about thp 1 -ents Some Vietnamese directly accuse John Richard-;
priorities to be assigned to certain tasks. son, the recalled CIA chief, of this pt‘ﬂﬁtlééa I ‘have been |
For instance, the United States was convinced that the 1,14 py informed non-Vietnamese sources that this was
Communists were winning over the aboriginal mountaip {; 4.eq s0 and that the practice was not stopped until di-1
tribes who inhabit the strategic high platcau area, nqt § .. " orders from Washington arrived two months ago. ‘
merely because of positive Communist propaganda but b

rause of groiss neglect and prejudice on the part of Vie Formosa and Korea Difﬁculty,, Loom'
namese officials, who regarded the tribesmen as savages. P ‘ st yrnry

i Sai m the South Vietnamese case could!

The Americans got Saigon to agree that a crash prd- ari}:;o?xl'xen&sa'tsi:zn:lllﬁt toChina where the CIA advises the!

pram to win back the tribesmen was essential. But Sout Vaiionalist government 0"‘ certain aspects of its war:

Vietnamese resources were limited, Saigon's bureaucrafs imwinst the Communists. But here it could be placed in |

3 i i i - e Lt P : i

were slow moving, and their prejudices were difficult the positiqn of having to listen to opposition plans whether

eradicate overnight, e \sten he Fore |
i . vithin thé Nationalist establishment or among the lor
Thus Operation Montagnard, the program aimed gt mosa population, ,

! winning back the tribesmen, in its initial stages becamefa A have advis 'd‘
o A bt o - Again in South Korea the CIA s said to have advised
\y;,IA respgnsibility because the CIA was equipped to ggt I, < %nllitary junta when it set up its own ClA. But the:
the ball rolling. ) byDass | I South Korean CIA has becorhe one of the miost m;mro-!
. While the Americans were able to bypass some lowe versial arms of the military regime, being regarded as a'

vel Vietnamese officials. this was only becaure dt tHe | . 2 ) tent e intel. |
p i1 i xtent that Americun intel-:
S BEE 15 B00b TR6D0R00446058-3 e of

t

I
i
)

chest leveApprovedik opRetease1399{098)7 .
“syothers, Ngo Dinh Nhu and Ngo Dinh Can. Mr. Nhu e por unpopular feelings directed against that agenc also’
slitieat eounselor 1o the President snd M Can heads the « #ff Aan tha Amerirans i
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